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SUB J : CHAROONPHAN ON LAOS AND CAMBODIA 

FOREIGN MINISTER CHAROONPHAN ISSARANGUN NA AYUTTHAYA HELD A 
PRESS CONFERENCE MARCH 6. FOLLOWING IS AN UNOFFICIAL USIS 
TRANSLATION OF HIS REMARKS ON THAI/LAOS RELATIONS. 

REPORTER: WHAT ABOUT THE EMERALD BUDDHA ISSUE? 

CHAROONPHAN: I WILL HAVE TO EXPRESS MY PERSONAL VIEW ON 
THIS ISSUE. I WAS THAI AMBASSADOR TO LAOS AT ONE TIME IN 
THE PAST AND I FEEL.. .IF ANY CLAIMS ARE MADE IT IS ON 
THE PART OF CERTAIN POLITICAL ELEMENTS.. .THERE IS IN 
CITEMENT AND GOADING TO CREATE BAD FEELING MUTUALLY. I 
DO NOT CONSIDER THIS TO BE OF ANY REAL SIGNIFICANCE 
BECAUSE TO MAKE SUCH A SUDDEN CLAIM LACKS JUSTIFIABLE 
REASONS AND IT IS ONLY A LOT OF TALK. (LAUGHTER) 

SHOULD THE ISSUE BE DISCUSSED AT LENGTH IT WOULD BE 
NECESSARY TO DIG DEEP BACK INTO ANCIENT HISTORY, BECAUSE 
THE EMERAL BUDDHA DID NOT COME FROM LAOS ORIGINALLY, 

NEITHER DID IT COME FROM THAILAND, BUT IT CAME FROM INDIA... 

REPORTER: WOULDN'T IT BE NECESSARY TO STUDY THE FORM OF 
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SCULPTURE IN ORDER TO ASCERTAIN WHAT COUNTRY IT CAME FROM? 
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CHAROONPHAN: MY ADVICE IS FOR YOU TO GO AND INTERVIEW 
A PERSON WITH SPECIALIZED KNOWLEDGE ON THIS SUBJECT. GO 
AND INTERVIEW PRINCESS POON PISMAI BECAUSE SHE HAS CARRIED 
ON RESEARCH AND WRITTEN ON THE ORIGIN OF THE EMERALD 
BUDDHA. ..MY VIEW, HOWEVER. IS IT WOULD BE WISER NOT TO 
PLAY UP THIS ISSUE AT ALL. (LAUGHTER) THE TIME HAS NOT 
BEEN REACHED UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES. I FRET. THAT THERE 
IS A THIRD PERSON TRYING TO CREATE TROUBLE AND TO "MAR" 

THE GOOD RELATIONS EXISTING BETWEEN THAILAND AND LAOS, 
REGARDLESS WHETHER IT IS BY CLAIMING THE EMERALD BUDDHA 
OR BY INCITING A SEPARATIST MOVEMENT IN THAI TER- 
RITOTY ADJOINING LAOS. THESE EFFORTS ARE NOT ONLY TO 
CREATE BAD FRET .TNG BETWEEN THAILAND AND LAOS BUT AMONG 
THE THAI PEOPLE THEMSELVES ALSO. 

REPORTER: IS THERE ANY TRUTH IN THE REPORT THAT IF 
LAOS BECOMES UNITED THERE WILL BE DIVISION OF TERRITORY? 

CHAROONPHAN: I DON’T SEE ANYTHING TO TAKE UP FOR CON- 
SIDERATION BECAUSE THERE IS NO SUCH TREND AT ALL AT PRESENT. 
WE ARE CLOSELY WATCHING THE PLAN TO SET UP A COALITION 
GOVERNMENT IN LAOS AND SHOULD IT BE SET UP 
WITH SINCERITY, UNDER THE CEASEFIRE AGREEMENT AND UNDER 
THE PARIS AGREEMENT, I FEEL IT SHOULD OBTAIN GOOD RESULTS. 
WHY? BECAUSE THAILAND WANTS TO SEE LAOS BOTH INDEPENDENT 
AND NEUTRAL ALSO. WE WANT TO SEE AND ARE READY TO SUPPORT 
NEUTRALITY FOR COUNTRIES OF THIS AREA IF THEY ARE READY 
TO BE NEUTRAL. FOR INSTANCE, IN REGARD TO THE SETTING 
UP OF A COALITION GOVERNMENT IN LAOS, WE HAVE SEEN AND 
IT IS GENERALLY RECOGNIZED THAT PRINCE SOUVANNA PHOUMA 
HAS ADOPTED A NEUTRAL ATTITUDE THROUGHOUT, THAT HE HAS 
WANTED TO BE NEUTRAL ALWAYS, AND HE HAS BEEN SUPPORTED 
BY BOTH BIG AND SMALL COUNTRIES IN GENERAL THROUGHOUT 
AND TO THIS DAY. THEREFORE, SHOULD HE BE THE PREMIER 
OF THE COALITION GOVERNMENT, WE HOPE THAT THE PATHET 
LAO FACTION WILL RAISE NO OBJECTION, UNLESS THIS PATHET 
LAO FACTION PLANS TO COMMIT AGGRESSION OR TO CHANGE THE 
LAO GOVERNMENT INTO A COMMUNIST ONE. BUT SHOULD THE 
PATHET LAO FACTION POSSESS SINCERITY IN SETTING UP A 
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COALITION GOVERNMENT IN ORDER TO SAFEGUARD NEUTRALITY, 
AND SHOULD IT PERFORM WORK WITH NO AGGRESSIVE ACTIVITIES, 
LAOS WILL BE ABLE TO SET ITSELF UP STABLY, 

REMEDYING ITS ECONOMIC SITUATION AND REBUILDING ITS 
COUNTRY AND MAKING IT PROGRESSIVE AND PROSPEROUS. 

SHOULD THERE BE DISUNITY OR DIFFERENCES THAT CANNOT 
BE OVERCOME ANYWHERE, THAT COUNTRY WILL BECOME 
STEADILY WEAKER. THEREFORE, I FEEL OPTMISTIC AND HOPE 
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FOR THE BEST.... 

REPORTER: A PROBLEM WE ARE FACED WITH IS THAT NORTH 
VIETNAM HAS SENT ARMED FORCES INTO LAOS NEAR THE BORDER 
WITH THAILAND. WHAT PREPARATION SIS THE MINISTRY OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS MAKING TO COPE WITH THIS PROBLEM. 

CHAROONPHAN: THAT IS OCCURRING IN LAOS TERRITORY. SHOULD 
WE MAKE ANY MOVE IT WOULD BE TANTAMOUNT TO INTERFERENCE. 
WE ARE FOLLOWING UP THIS REPORT CLOSELY WITH A FEELING 
OF UNEASINESS. THIS MEANS THAT WE MUST KEEP CLOSE 
WATCH... IF DANGER THREATENS US ANYWHERE AND FROM ANY 
DIRECTION, OUR ARMED FORCES AND OUR POLICE WILL BE ON 
THE ALERT AND IN FULL READINESS TO PROTECT OUR COUNTRY. 

SINCE I WAS OUR AMBASSADOR TO LAOS AT ONE TIME IN THE 
PAST, I KNOW THAT THAT BORDER IS A WEAK POINT. I REMEMBER 
THAT WHEN I WAS CHIEF OF THE SOUTHEAST ASIA DIVISION 
I HAD TO FLY TO NEW YORK IN ORDER TO REPORT ON THE 
ACTION OF THE COMMUNISTS IN SELZING THAKHAEK, WHICH 
IS OPPOSITE NAKHON PHANOM... THE COMMUNISTS REMIANED 
THERE FOR ABOUT A MONTH. WE HAD TO GO TO NEW YORK TO 
MAKE A COMPLAINT TO THE SECURITY COUNCIL. BUT WHEN I 
ARRIVED THERE I RECEIVED A REPORT THAT THE COMMUNIST 
TROOPS WHICH HAD SEIZED THAKHAEK HAD WITHDRAWN ALREADY. 
WHEN I WENT TO LAOS I MADE AN ON-THE-SPOT STUDY TO 
FIND OUT WHY THAT POINT WAS SO VULNERABLE. I DISCOVERED 
THAT ABOUT SIX KILOMETERS FROM THA BANK OF THE MEKONG 
RIVER THERE IS A PASS BETWEEN MOUNTAINS, THEREFORE GOVERN- 
MENT FORCES CAN SAFEGUARD THAT GATEWAY EASILY, BUT BEYOND 
THAT IT IS JUNGLE IN WHICH PATHET LAO TROOPS HAVE INFIL- 
TRATED, THUS MAKING IT A WEAK POINT.... 

KINTNER 
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